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Your safety is our priority
Maintaining a safe and reliable network is our priority.  
To do this, we need your help. 

When you’re out and about, keep an eye out for damage to 
gas or electricity equipment. 

Damaged equipment includes the following: 

• open or damaged substation doors
• covers removed from mini pillars
• damaged electricity poles and wires
• bent or broken gas meter pipes.

A little help from you could make a big difference  
to everyone’s safety. 

For emergencies and faults call 13 10 93 for electricity 

and 13 19 09 for gas – 24-hours.

actewagl.com.au/safety

ActewAGL Distribution ABN 76 670 568 688 a partnership of ACTEW Distribution Limited ABN 83 073 
025 224 and Jemena Networks (ACT) Pty Ltd ABN 24 008 552 663.
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Industry Fund Services (IFS) ABN 54 007 016 195 AFSL 232514 Commonwealth Superannuation Corporation (CSC) ABN: 48 882 817 243 AFSL: 238069 RSEL: L0001397.  
Trustee of the CSS: RSE R1004649. MSBS: RSE R1000306. PSS: RSE R1004595. PSSap: RSE R1004601. 34929

Your fund trustee, Commonwealth  
Super Corp has partnered with  

Industry Fund Services (IFS) to provide  
expert advice to CSS members. 

Book a meeting today.  

1300 277 777 | css.gov.au

Thinking  
retirement?

Get advice through your fund

Solarium
operators
warn total
ban a risk
By Jenna Clarke

Commercial solarium operators
believe the blanket ban on sunbeds
will lead to a rise in dangerous
backyard operators in the ACT, with
many people buying artificial ultra-
violet light lamps from online classi-
fied sites.

‘‘They’re not outlawing anything.
People will just start buying and
setting up sunbeds in their houses,’’
said one Canberra solarium oper-
ator after the announcement on
Thursday that the ACT government
will ban all commercial solariums in
the territory from 2015.

‘‘They will be in homes, just like
microwaves and treadmills are these
days. They won’t be monitored,
there will be no standards.”

Despite the industry becoming
regulated and all four local busi-
nesses adhering to the guidelines in
2010, Health Minister Katy
Gallagher said persistent lobbying
from the Cancer Council and the
Australian Medical Association
prompted the outright ban.

Similar legislation taking place in
New South Wales, Victoria and
South Australia also encouraged the
ACT government to follow suit.

‘‘I think Victoria and NSW have
indicated they’ll be moving to ban
solaria and I think it makes sense for
us to move in line with them on the
same timetable,’’ Ms Gallagher said.

‘‘With the evidence, it is very clear
that solaria poses a pretty signific-
ant risk to one’s health.

‘‘The evidence I’ve seen, the dis-
cussions I’ve had with the Chief
Health Officer is very clear that,
particularly people of fair skin type
– and we have changed the laws
around that so people with fair skin
type can’t use them – but it signific-
antly increases the risk of skin
cancer.’’

In 2010, the ACT government
banned people with fair skin and
under the age of 18 from using

sunbeds. The four businesses, one
of which has been operating for
more than 16 years, welcomed the
costly reforms but were told by
officials then that an all-out ban
would not be implemented.

‘‘The industry needed to be regu-
lated back then to get rid of the
cowboys,’’ said one operator who
wished to remain anonymous.

‘‘After spending thousands of dol-
lars to meet the new standards, I
was told that that would be it.

‘‘We assumed that they would ban
any new tanning venues opening up
but not this. This will force a
number of businesses to close.’’

Another business owner said:
‘‘There goes my livelihood. I’ve got
18 months to figure out how to
make a living and support my family
and that isn’t enough time to do
that. I invested my super into my
business – this was my retirement
plan. I then went into debt to meet
the regulations.’’

Ms Gallagher said the four
remaining commercial solariums in
the ACT were in gyms and beauty
salons that were ‘‘doing a lot of other
functions already’’.

The two business owners Fairfax
Media spoke with said sunbeds were
their only source of income.

‘‘The majority of my clients, and
I’ve had around more than 1000
customers over the years, use the
lamps because they are lacking in
vitamin D or to treat skin conditions
like acne and psoriasis,’’ one said.
‘‘Not one of them has had a
melanoma and I perform rigorous
skin testing.’’

Ms Gallagher said the businesses
would not be liable for compensa-
tion but consultation regarding the
implementation aspects of the ban
has started.

Research published in BMJ (Brit-
ish Medical Journal) last year stated
the risk of melanoma increased by
20 per cent for those who have used
indoor tanning beds.

Emotion runs high in revamped classic

TRANSFORMED: Australian Dance Theatre’s Kyle Page and Amber Haines in a scene from G, a modern take on the classical ballet Giselle. Photo: ROHAN THOMSON
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Sex, death, hysteria and betrayal
were on the stage of the Canberra
Theatre Centre on Wednesday night.

Australian Dance Theatre’s
production, G, choreographed by
artistic director Garry Stewart,
reinvented the classical ballet Giselle
for a modern audience in an hour-
long show.

Since its debut in Adelaide in 2008,
G has toured around Europe for
three months and is now on a
national tour of Australia.

G has transformed since the

premiere, altering technical
elements and choreography to
remain fresh.

The company’s associate director,
Elizabeth Old, said: ‘‘Slight changes
to the music have been made, and
concepts of romantic love have been
inserted; it takes the form to a far
more theatrical level.

‘‘The traditional Giselle was
focused on the 1800s mental health
and hysteria issues – Stewart spun it
with a modern perspective which is
more relatable to the audience.’’

Composer Adolphe Adam wrote
the music for Giselle, which had

its premiere in Paris in 1841.
The score for G was written by

Luke Smiles, an Australian who
studied at the Victorian College of
the Arts.

One of the dancers in G, Amber
Haines, 31, also studied at the
college, graduating in 2006.

She had started her training in
classical ballet at the age of four, but
quit at the age of 13.

‘‘I was always very expressive and
creative growing up. I found ballet to
be very stifling as a child,’’ Haines
said.

Haines has been touring with G for

the past two years.
‘‘Being able to tailor emotional

qualities into the piece was an
exciting aspect,’’ Haines said.

‘‘It gives us a chance to go to a
place we’ve never been before.’’

Old said: ‘‘There are two different
adaptations that can be made to the
ending: in one Giselle turns mad, the
other she kills herself.’’

Audiences can discover for
themselves which version is used in
G.
■ G is on at the Canberra Theatre
Centre on Friday, June 14, at 7.30pm.
Tickets $30-$63. Bookings 6275 2700.

Work ban
stays as
asbestos
risks rated
By Emma Macdonald

The risk of asbestos exposure to
Canberra workers rolling out the
national broadband network will
be assessed before work in Telstra
pits will be permitted to resume,
safety authority ACT WorkSafe
says.

All rollout work in Telstra pits
across the country was stopped
last month so the risks of asbestos
exposure could be assessed.

ACT Work Safety Commissioner
Mark McCabe said on Thursday
ACT WorkSafe was now working
with Comcare and Telstra on the
problem and would formally
devise a management plan and
would undertake safety inspec-
tions across Canberra.

Mr McCabe did not know when
work on Telstra pits would resume.

Earlier this month, Telstra dis-
missed concerns asbestos had
been found in telephone pits in
Gungahlin, following the discovery
of contamination in a Telstra pit at
Penrith. Further discoveries were
also reported in Ballarat, Perth,
Adelaide and Tasmania.

Mr McCabe said any asbestos-
containing materials in Telstra pits
was likely be in a bonded form,
which would lower the risk of
wider exposure to asbestos fibres
during removal operations.

But there could be exposure if
removals were mishandled.

‘‘I understand the community
concern but the risk to the public
is almost negligible – the real risk
is to the contractors involved,’’
Mr McCabe said.

An NBN spokesman said the
wider NBN rollout in the ACT had
not stopped while the safety
review was being conducted.

Following the completion of the
rollout in parts of Gungahlin – a
new suburb which is unlikely to
have been affected as Telstra
stopped using asbestos in the
1980s – field operations, including
installations, were continuing.

In Civic and Queanbeyan, the
NBN is at the stage of detailed
design work and workers are mak-
ing field surveys.

Telstra decided on May 28 to
suspend all asbestos-related work
in its pits as news broke nationally
that workers could be exposed to
the substance. It was also conduct-
ing its own audit of asbestos-
management work practices.

ACT WorkSafe, Comcare and the
ACT chief health officer are draft-
ing and will implement a manage-
ment strategy to ensure com-
munity safety is not compromised.

Mr McCabe noted that Telstra,
as the principal contractor for the
work, was overseen by the Com-
monwealth work health and safety
regulator, while contractors them-
selves fell under the jurisdiction of
Comcare and WorkSafe ACT. The
two organisations would collabor-
ate to conduct joint inspections
‘‘when that is deemed necessary’’.

A Telstra spokesman said ‘‘the
stopwork, along with a range of
other initiatives, reflect our abso-
lute priority on the safety of our
workers, our contractors and the
community’’.

Girl, 10, has near miss with police car at crossing
A near miss allegedly involving a
police car and a 10-year-old girl has
prompted an internal inquiry by the
Australian Federal Police.

Michael Sebo told Fairfax Media
that his daughter was crossing the
road outside Chapman Primary

School when what appeared to be a
police car sped through the pedes-
trian crossing just before 9am on
Thursday.

Mr Sebo, whose wife witnessed the
incident, said his daughter was
within less than a metre of the

vehicle. ‘‘My daughter has jumped
out of the car, looked both ways and
started crossing,’’ he said.

‘‘She had already stepped out on to
the crossing and then had to jump
back not to be hit.’’

Mr Sebo said his wife had gotten

back in and driven up Streeton Drive
towards the intersection with
Namatjira Drive, where she saw the
vehicle and took down its details.

An AFP spokesman said the matter
was the subject of an internal invest-
igation. Stephanie Anderson
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Unemployment falling monthly
By Ross Peake

The unemployment rate in the ACT
is falling, and has been falling every
month this year, according to the
Australian Bureau of Statistics.

The turnaround from last year’s
slow growth in the jobless rate is
revealed in the bureau’s monthly
survey of the labour force, issued on
Thursday.

The revised figures show a relat-
ively rapid decline this year. Previ-
ously, the bureau had indicated

unemployment was slowly rising in
the ACT.

Unlike the states, the ACT’s jobless
rate is expressed in trend terms, not
seasonally adjusted.

The territory’s unemployment rate
for May is given as 4.1 per cent,
compared to the 4.6 per cent repor-
ted a month ago for April.

However the April rate has been
revised down to 4.2 per cent in the
latest publication.

The bureau reported 154,900 peo-
ple had full-time jobs in the territory

in May, another 56,100 had part-time
work and 9000 people were looking
for work.

Treasurer Andrew Barr said after
the softening in the territory’s labour
market in the past year, the decrease
in the unemployment rate was wel-
come news for job seekers.

‘‘It’s encouraging to see that Can-
berra has the lowest unemployment
rate in the country, and the second
highest participation rate, which
demonstrate the underlying strength
of our economy,’’ he said.

PM’s pay to pass half a million

WINNER: Julia

Gillard’s pay is up.

The Prime Minister’s annual salary
will top half a million dollars for the
first time as part of a pay rise for
federal MPs. The Remuneration
Tribunal announced on Thursday
that all MPs were entitled to a pay
rise of 2.4 per cent from July 1 and it
has left open the door for a further
increase within the next 12 months.

The tribunal – an independent
statutory body – said its recom-
mendation was below the trend in
wages growth over the past year and
it had taken a ‘‘conservative and

i n c r e m e n t a l
a p p r o a c h ’ ’
based on ‘‘a
slowing in wage
movements in
the community
as well as uncer-
tainty regarding
e c o n o m i c
growth’’. The pay
rise means the

base annual salary of an MP goes
from $190,555 to $195,128. Once the
increase takes effect Prime Minister

Julia Gillard will receive $507,338 a
year and Deputy Prime Minister
Wayne Swan will get $440,016 a year.

Opposition Leader Tony Abbott
will be paid $360,990 a year and the
Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, Anna Burke, will be paid
$341,477 a year.

Cabinet ministers will be paid a
salary of $336,599 and opposition
spokesmen will receive $243,912 a
year.

This is the fourth pay rise for MPs
since October 2009.


