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New car time?
Talk to us fi rst. 
And last.
Get a car loan sorted before you hit the car yard. You can 
trust Defence Bank for an honest deal on a car loan with 
a great rate, with no hidden fees or early payout penalties. 
Don’t let the fi ne print cost you money.

Buying a new car should be an exciting time. We want to 
keep it that way.

To fi nd out more: 

 Visit your local Defence Bank branch

 Apply online at defencebank.com.au
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Car Loans from 

Annual rate
7.39p.a.

Comparison rate
7.63p.a.*
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defencebank.com.au CALL: 1800 024 069 VISIT: THESMITHFAMILY.COM.AU

SHE URGENTLY NEEDS YOUR HELP. 
BECAUSE NO CHILD SHOULD LOSE BELIEF IN THEMSELVES.
It’s not her fault, but she faces more challenges than most. When other kids are worried 
about losing hats and jumpers, she faces something much more debilitating – the loss 
of self-belief.
Sadly, she’s one of 605,000 disadvantaged Australian kids. They stand out because 
they don’t have the school essentials. Without support their education suffers which 
leads them to lose belief in themselves, underperform at school and drop out early.
These kids urgently need your support. Without it, the cycle of disadvantage can last 
a lifetime, robbing them of the future they deserve.

PLEASE MAKE AN URGENT TAX-DEDUCTIBLE 

DONATION BY 30 JUNE 
AND HELP RETURN HER SELF-BELIEF.
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Known losses to scammers are just the ‘tip of the iceberg’
By Hamish Boland-Rudder

Canberrans lost half a million dollars
more to scams in 2012 than in 2011
amid growing fraud that is ‘‘just the
tip of the iceberg’’.

Fraudsters target victims with
sophisticated technology and in the
past year there has been a six-fold
rise in cash lost to lottery and
sweepstakes scams, thanks largely to
a dodgy scratchie scheme.

The Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission issued its

2012 Targeting Scams report on Mon-
day. It showed more than $93 million
was reported lost to scams nation-
wide in 2012, a 9 per cent increase on
2011. Canberrans lost $3.28 million,
up more than $600,000 on 2011.

But ACCC deputy chairwoman
Delia Rickard said it was likely many
more Australians were contacted by
scammers than the 83,800 reported,
and losses could range higher still.

‘‘Reports of financial losses to the
ACCC are just the tip of the iceberg as
victims of scams are often too embar-

rassed to report their experience,’’ Ms
Rickard said.

‘‘Scammers continue to find soph-
isticated methods to deliver scams,
taking advantage of new technolo-
gies and communication methods to
get under your radar.’’

The ACT’s acting fair trading com-
missioner, Jon Quiggin, said there
was no clear reason for the increase
in fraud in Canberra, but pointed to
the internet as a growth area.

‘‘More and more people are embra-
cing online purchasing and other

communications,’’ he said. ‘‘Cer-
tainly when you look at some of the
romance scams .. . a lot of those
occur because they are online. And
many of the advanced fee payment-
type scams, which is by far and away
the top of the list, many of those are
online too.’’

Advanced fee or upfront payment
fraud, where victims are asked to pay
to access a share in a sum of money
they are owed, cost Canberrans more
than $1.6 million in 2012, up
$600,000 on 2011.

Losses to lottery and sweepstakes
scams also skyrocketed in Canberra
over 2012, jumping from $61,026
reported lost in 2011 to $394,082 in
2012.

An ACCC spokesman said a fake
scratchie mail-out, which duped vic-
tims into believing they’d won cash
or a holiday, was responsible for a
large part of the total, which came
from a relatively small group of
victims. Just 13 people actually lost
money, and five of those lost more
than $10,000.

Nationally, dating scams proved
the second-most lucrative category
for scammers, as more than 2440
reported a failed tryst that turned
into financial disaster.

In Canberra, money lost to dating,
romance and adult services fell more
than $100,000 to $438,904 in 2012,
but still 11 people reported losses
exceeding $10,000.

While the number of scams
delivered online increased to 35 per
cent, the telephone remained the
delivery method of choice for scam-

mers; combined voice and text mes-
sage scams constituted 54 per cent of
all reports.

Mr Quiggin said fraudsters would
often employ the ‘‘cheap and easy’’
methods, but technology allowed
scammers to set up more sophisti-
cated schemes, which were often
harder to track.

He said most victims of fraud were
people facing tough times.
■ Scam alerts and advice can be
found at ors.act.gov.au and also at
scamwatch.gov.au.

Gillard
releases
awards
shortlist
By Jason Steger

Prime Minister Julia Gillard may
be embroiled in a political thriller
that would tax the creative juices
of the most imaginative writer of
genre fiction, but she hasn’t taken
her mind off the fortunes of
Australia’s literary culture.

On Monday Ms Gillard and Arts
Minister Tony Burke revealed that
three of the novels shortlisted for
Wednesday’s Miles Franklin award
had been included in the PM’s
literary awards, which are worth
$80,000 tax-free to the winners of
each of six categories. Shortlisted
authors receive $5000 each.

Romy Ash (Floundering) ,
Michelle de Kretser (Questions of
Travel) and Carrie Tiffany (Mate-
ship with Birds) are on both the
Miles and PM’s shortlist and are
joined by double Booker prize-
winner Peter Carey (The Chemistry
of Tears) and double Miles Frank-
lin winner Christopher Koch (Lost
Voices).

Lisa Jacobson’s verse novel, The
Sunlit Zone, is joined on the poetry
list by Eileen Chong (Burning
Rice), John Kinsella (Jam Tree
Gully), Jennifer Maiden (Liquid
Nitrogen), and Peter Rose (Crim-
son Crop).

Non fiction: Malcolm Knox
(Bradman’s War), Chris Masters
(Uncommon Soldier), Adrian
Mitchell (Plein Airs and Graces),
George Megalogenis (The Austra-
lian Moment), and Barbara
Santich (Bold Palates).

History: Frank Bongiorno (The
Sex Lives of Australians), Paul Ham
(Sandakan), Jenny Hocking
(Gough Whitlam), Ross McMullin
(Farewell, Dear People), and Nicole
Moore (The Censor’s Library).

Young adult: Jessica Davidson
(Everything Left Unsaid), Sonya
Hartnett (The Children of the
King), Sue McPherson (Grace
Beside Me), Bruce Pascoe (Fog a
Dox), and Vikki Wakefield (Friday
Brown).

Children’s: Libby Gleeson (Red),
Jane Godwin and Anna Walker
(Today We Have No Plans), Peter
Friend and Andrew Joyner (What’s
the Matter, Aunty May?), and
Marianne Musgrove (The Begin-
ner’s Guide to Revenge).

The winners will be announced
next month.

Pair found
guilty of
rape of
schoolgirl
By Michael Inman
Court Reporter

Sentencing next month

Two Canberra men have been found
guilty of raping and sexually assault-
ing a drunk teenage schoolgirl at a
Griffith unit last year.

An ACT Supreme Court jury delib-
erated for about eight hours to find
Kevin O’Rafferty, 42, guilty of one
count of sexual assault and Jason
Dodd, 40, guilty of two charges of
the same offence, including one of
penetration.

But O’Rafferty was acquitted on a
second sexual assault charge.

During the trial, jurors heard the
16-year-old victim had gone to
Dodd’s Stuart Flats unit with a
friend on May 17 after a night
drinking in Woden.

She fell asleep on the couch, only
to wake to find she had been
stripped semi-naked and Dodd,
O’Rafferty and a third man, who was
never found by police, were sexually
assaulting her.

The girl was in shock, couldn’t
speak, and passed out again.

She awoke the next morning
alone; in a bed in a spare room.

The victim reported the incident
to police and went to the Canberra
Hospital, where an examination
found she had abrasions, trauma
and extreme tenderness.

In an interview with police, she
said she had felt ‘‘extreme pain’’
after the sexual assault.

She told officers she had known
Dodd for about two months, stayed
at his unit before, and he had been
well mannered and very respect-
able.

But the men denied the alleged
assault happened.

Dodd told the court the allega-
tions were revenge for telling two
girls they were no longer welcome in
his flat.

He said he slept on the couch
after a night of drinking and was
woken up the next day by the girl’s
friend speaking loudly on her
phone.

He angrily told the girls they were
no longer welcome in his unit
before going back to sleep.

Dodd claimed he last saw the
alleged victim as she left to buy
cigarettes.

Several experts were called upon
to give evidence during the three-
day trial.

A medical expert told jurors that
the girl’s allegations of a sexual
assault were supported by the injur-
ies found during an examination the
next day.

A forensic expert told the court
DNA samples taken from Dodd’s
underwear were 140 billion times
more likely to have come from the
alleged victim than from a random
person.

But the witness said no DNA
evidence was recovered from the
girl or her clothing and there was no
genetic material to link O’Rafferty to
the alleged crime.

In final submissions, Crown pros-
ecutor Sara Gul told jurors the
evidence added up to a guilty
verdict.

But the pair’s defence lawyers said
the lack of DNA evidence had raised
reasonable doubt.

Justice John Nield on Monday
thanked jurors for their service
before sending them home.

He refused the pair bail. They will
reappear for sentence on July 12.

Capital welcomes pride of home unions

MANE ATTRACTION: Lions fans Chris Cox, Mark Cox and Paul Davies and (rear) King O’Malley’s staff Peter Barclay, Ben Small, Siobhan McCoy and Liam McLean;

centenary volunteers and school students, below, unfurl the giant Lions jersey at the National Arboretum on Monday. Photos: JAY CRONAN

By Cassidy Brown and Rachel Stokker

After a 12-year wait the nation’s
capital has become host to an influx
of red jerseys as the ACT Brumbies
prepare to challenge the British and
Irish Lions.

Canberra hotels have reached
maximum capacity with every one of
their 5000 rooms booked out for
Tuesday and Wednesday night.

Peter Barclay, managing director
of King O’Malley’s, was expecting an
attendance in the thousands to
celebrate the match at his venue.

The teams will meet in front of a
Canberra Stadium crowd expected to
reach about 22,000.

The Brumbies came closer than
any Australian provincial team to
beating the Lions in 2001, losing
30-28 when the visitors scored a try
after the siren.

‘‘When I was here in 2001 we had
one of our busiest days ever, in fact,
we ran out of beer,’’ Mr Barclay said.

‘‘I had to drive the old ute around
to local pubs to beg for more
supplies. It’s great to see locals
coming in as well as all the travelling
Lions supporters. They’re really

wonderful people and they’re
passionate about their sport. They’ve
made a huge commitment coming
over here.’’

Brothers Chris and Mark Cox, and
their friend Paul Davies, made their
first trip from Wales to follow the
Lions’ 2013 tour across Australia.

The trio arrived in Canberra at
10am and were surprised to find that

King O’Malley’s was closed before
11am. ‘‘I don’t even know what day it
is. After all that travelling I am only
certain that I’m here, I’m drinking
and the game is tomorrow,’’ Chris
Cox said.

Lions fans have not been deterred
by the side’s many injuries. ‘‘I’m
actually most excited to see Shane
Williams play. I’m Welsh though, so

I’m biased,’’ Chris Cox said.
In a bit of sibling rivalry, Mark Cox

was disappointed at Williams’
inclusion after being called up to
replace his favourite winger George
North, also a Welshman, out with
injury.

The Lions marked their territory
by showcasing their nine-metre-long
jersey at the National Arboretum on
Monday.

There are four jerseys stationed
around the globe – in the UK, the
Middle East, Hong Kong and the one
visiting Australia.

Centenary of Canberra volunteers
and school children helped to raise
the 23-kilogram jersey.

‘‘We get to come out today and
have a photo taken with the jersey of
one of the best teams in the union,’’
said Jacob Mead, from St Anthony’s
Primary School. ‘‘They’re both good
teams but I’ll always be a Brumbies
boy.’’

ACTION and Dean’s buses will
have free chartered services between
major interchanges and Canberra
Stadium until 7.20pm.

Tickets are available online at
ticketek.com.au.

Vic teen wins The Voice

JOY: Harrison Craig.

By Darren Cartwright

Victorian teenager Harrison Craig was
crowned the winner of The Voice on Monday,
delivering the reality show another feel-good
story.

Craig, who suffers from a stutter and has
not known his father since he was five, will
take home $100,000, a recording contract and
a car for winning the second series of the
Nine Network show.

Former Ten Tenor Luke Kennedy was
runner-up, ahead of folk singer Celia Pavey
and New South Welshman Danny Ross.

Craig’s victory was also another win for
Grammy Award winning coach Seal, who has
now helped guide the only two Australian
winners of The Voice.

The 2012 winner Karise Eden had a
Cinderella tale, having spent her teenage
years living in more than 20 women’s refuges
as a ward of the state before being taken in by
foster parents.

Craig, 18, touched the hearts of a nation
following his audition when he had trouble
saying his own name because of his speech
impediment. Yet his troubles dissolve once he
breaks into song.

His debut album More Than A Dream will

be released on June
25 and his new single
Un c o n d i t i o n a l i s
already available on
iTunes.

Seal , who per-
formed a duet with
Craig during the emo-
tionally charged live
final, said he would
look back on the
evening with fond
memories. ‘‘It will go

down as one of the highlights of my life,’’ Seal
told Harrison.

Craig, who only had a brief time to speak
after being named the winner, said his time
on the show had been a ‘‘joy’’ and a
‘‘pleasure’’.

He has been favoured to win the series
since he first appeared after all four judges
spun around during the blind auditions for
his rendition of Josh Groban’s Broken Vow.

Craig topped the iTunes download charts
last week and was a prohibitive $1.03
favourite with bookmakers to win the finale.

He is close to his younger brother Connor,
who shed tears when Craig was announced
the winner. AAP

Cancer discovery raises hopes
By David Millward

Scientists think they have discovered why
cancer spreads from one part of the body to
another, and say it will be ‘‘relatively easy’’ to
stop the process.

Experiments carried out by a team at
University College London uncovered what
causes the disease to migrate.

In many cases, death from cancer is not
caused by the primary tumour but the
secondary growth.

Scientists found that diseased cells are
attracted to healthy cells, which then try to
move away from the cancerous cell. However,
the cancer cell continues to follow the
healthy cell, causing the disease to spread
through the body.

‘‘Nobody knew how this happened, and
now we believe we have uncovered it,’’ said
Professor Roberto Mayor, who led the team.

‘‘If that is the case it will be relatively easy

to develop drugs that interfere with this
interaction.’’

While the team has not identified what
causes cancer, the research, published in
Nature Cell Biology, offers hope of new
treatments.

The key to the findings was understanding
why cancerous cells attach themselves to
healthy cells. Scientists did this by mimicking
what happens by using comparable types of
cell and observing their behaviour.

‘‘We use the analogy of the donkey and the
carrot to explain this behaviour: the donkey
follows the carrot, but the carrot moves away
when approached by the donkey,’’ Professor
Mayor said.

Dr Kat Arney, science information
manager at Cancer Research UK, advised
caution. ‘‘There’s a very long way to go to see
whether this knowledge can be translated
into new treatments.’’

Telegraph, London


